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The low-down on Capitol Hill
Congressman Conable is DeRoy Fellow
From 1964 to 1984 Barber B.
Conable, Jr. brought to the deliberations of the United States House
of Representatives the traditional
Republican values cherished by
inhabitants of the small towns of
western New York State. During
most of that 20-year period he
served on the Ways and Means
Committee and was the ranking
minority member of that powerful
body for his last eight years in
office.
In September, Conable, who
retired from public office last year,
visited the Law School for two
tightly scheduled days to share
some of his insights on the machinations of Capitol Hill law-making
and law-makers. Conable's visit
was supported by the most recent
in a series of DeRoy Fellowships
initiated in 1980 to bring public
officials and renowned lawyers to
the School. The fellowship is supported by an endowment established by the trustees of the Helen
L. DeRoy Foundation: Leonard H.
Weiner ij.D. '35), chairman of the
board; Gilbert Michel; and Arthur
D. Rodecker.
Conable, respected for his ability, integrity, and high standards
by members of both political parties, first ran for public office in
1962, when he won election to the
New York State Senate. A graduate
of Cornell University and the
Cornell Law School, Conable had
practiced law for over a decade in
upstate New York, served two
tours of duty with the Marine
Corps, and taken an active role in
local Republican politics before
running for office.
Since retiring from public office,
Conable has maintained a schedule at least as full as the one he followed in Washington. He is now a

part-time professor of political
science at the University of Rochester, an editorial writer for U.S.
News and World Report, senior
fellow at the American Enterprise
Institute in Washington, and a
member of the board of directors
of the New York Stock Exchange as
well as of several multinational
corporations and foundations.
When asked why he chose to
retire from public office, he replied, "I'd been there 20 yearsthat's long enough. "
During his visit at the Law
School, Conable visited classes on
partnership tax, the Congress, legislation, international trade, and
others. He also met informally
with students and faculty for
meals each day. A loquacious,
articulate, and colorful speaker,
Conable described to the legislation class in rich, witty detail,
embellished with a wealth of anecdotal material, the context in
which the widely-discussed tax
reform bill would eventually be
written. In each class and informal

s
session, he displayed a wealth of
knowledge about both the technical and the personal aspects of
legislation. He explained later,
"Students tend to find the
Congress inscrutable. The whole
process is affected by the people
who are engaged in it, so I try to
give the students some understanding of these people-the
individual legislators and their
idiosyncracies."
Referring to himself as "a loyal
party hack," Conable nevertheless
spoke with irreverence of several
Republican leaders, including
President Reagan, whom he frequently referred to as "the high
priest." Conable criticized Reagan
for playing the role of politician
rather than statesman, by "following the old FDR concept of never
ceasing to campaign."
When asked his observations of
students at the Law School, Conable replied, "There are obviously
students with political stirrings
here. They're idealistic, and less
skeptical than the students of the
past." Today's students, he
observed, are willing to draw as
much as they can from the opportunity to meet a public official,
rather than setting up an adversary relationship. ~

DeRoy Fellow Barber Conable met informally with students in the Lawyers Club lounge
during his visit here.
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Demystifying law school
Orientation answers questions for newcomers
Coffee, tea, and doughnuts; a
gracious luncheon at the Michigan
League; guided tours of the Law
Quad and downtown Ann Arbor;

and heartfelt advice from upperclassmen comprised the agenda of
the class of '88 during their first two
days of law school.

s
Graduate students, coming to
Michigan from places as diverse as
Thailand, Italy, Japan, and Chile,
were led by leaders trained to anticipate some of the problems they
might encounter in adjusting to a
new culture. A special reception for
them and their families was held in
the Lawyers Club lounge.
One of the primary purposes of
the program, explained orientation
leader and third-year student
Thomas Bean, is to dispel and
reaffirm various myths of law
school. HOne myth which is
reaffirmed is that, as law students,
they will be working harder than
they ever have in their lives," he
said. HA myth which is dispelled is
that people at Michigan are so competitive, they'll stab you in the back
to prevent you from doing well. I
emphasize that this is a myth. Students here are very good, very competitive, but they're also decent
human beings."
Orientation also serves to familiarize the new students with the

New arrivals from China raise their teacups at the graduate student reception in the Lawyers
Club.
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Name tags help new graduate students get acquainted.
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Visiting Professor Richard F. Babcock,
guest speaker at the orientation lunch, recounted "war stories" compiled during his
three decades as a legal consultant in land
use, planning, and housing .

"nuts and bolts" operations of the
School's adrnmistration, in Bean's
words, "to tell them, for example,
who Dean Eklund is, how exams
are given, how to find tutoring."
Tours of the State Street and Main
Street shopping areas are reminders that the world exists beyond
the Law Quad, and that Ann Arbor
contains a rich variety of recreational
and cultural activities for healthy
diversion.
The small size of the orientation
groups (the average size is 16) gives
the new students a chance to learn
the names of some of their peers
and upperclassmen so they can recognize a few faces in the crowd by
the time classes begin. 181

New students and faculty mix at lunch in
the Michigan League.

Minority students were treated to a pizza picnic in the Hutchins Hall courtyard after being
welcomed by Professor and former Judge Wade H. McCree, Jr.

Graduate progeny provide entertainment at
their parents' reception in the Lawyers Club.
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Voices of
•
expenence

Rex Lee, former Solicitor General of the United States, described the workings of the Solicitor
General's office as "the world's most interesting law firm." Lee noted that in any given year
"this one little law firm is a participant in both briefing and oral argument in slightly over
half of the Supreme Court's cases."

John Ehrlichman, the former assistant to
President Richard Nixon who was convicted of obstruction of justice in the Watergate affair, addressed an audience at the
Law School sponsored by the U-M Union
Activities Center. Ehrlichman encouraged
his listeners to aid criminal defendants and
to be responsive to their clients at all stages
of the trial process. Looking back on his
own involvement in the Watergate affair, he
urged students, whether they went on to
private practice or to government service,
to listen to their instincts. "Don't let the
perks and the glory and the blandishments
make you deaf," he said.
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Clarence Pendleton, the chairman of the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, addressed a full
house in Room 100 when he spoke at the invitation of the Federalist Society, a newly-formed
conservative student group. Pendleton's talk, "Does Racism Still Exist in America?" sparked
a spirited discussion from the audience.

